
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

THE STARS FOUNDATION IS A NEUTRAL, 

INDEPENDENT, NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANI-

ZATION REGISTERED IN SWITZERLAND

VISION: stars develops better leaders of the next 

generation and wants to be the premier platform for 

these future leaders

AT A GLANCE

GLOBAL ALUMNI NETWORK

	� Over 2200 alumni from more than 100 countries, growing 

by 200 alumni per year

	 Over 1000 alumni moved up to C-level or similar position

	 Regional stars alumni chapters

	� Regular stars alumni newsletter providing exclusive 

content

	� stars alumni study tours (e.g. Indonesia, Mongolia, 

Cambodia, Saudi Arabia, Nepal)

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

 	n �stars brings together renowned global experts and business leaders with talents who are typically 1-2 levels 

below C-level, nominated by their top management and have the potential to move up to C-level in the 

next few years. The participants come from all over the world and from di�erent sectors, mainly from business 

but also from science, politics, culture, NGOs and the media.

 	n �stars organizes three annual symposia in Switzerland, Singapore and China. For a complete overview of 

upcoming symposia click here.

 	n �During the highly interactive events, participants team up to scan the horizon and explore trends and 

challenges that will inevitably impact society and business in the next few years.

 	n stars Webinars provide food for thought from top business leaders and experts about future-oriented topics 		

	 such as leadership, geopolitics, technology, sustainability, climate change and health. stars Webinars are open  

	 to the public.  

 	n �stars regularly publishes stars Insights, which are exclusive contributions by business leaders and experts who 

scan the horizon to discuss geopolitical, economic, technological and further trends and developments which will 

impact society and business in the next few years. 

 	n �Globally leading companies and institutions are our partners: Hilti, Holcim, PSA, PwC, Roche, Sika, Temasek, 

Thomas Abegg Foundation and UBS.

 	n �A study of the University of St. Gallen found that stars is unique worldwide regarding the target 

group, i.e. participants of 1-2 levels below C-level, and strategic focus, i.e. horizon scanning. 

For more information about stars, please visit www.the-stars.ch

https://www.the-stars.ch/alumni/
https://www.the-stars.ch/symposia/stars-switzerland-2025/
http://www.the-stars.ch/symposia/stars-singapore-2025/
https://www.the-stars.ch/symposia/stars-china-2025/
http://www.the-stars.ch/symposia/upcoming-symposia
https://www.the-stars.ch/webinars/
https://www.the-stars.ch/insights
https://www.the-stars.ch/about/partners/
https://www.the-stars.ch


ANNUAL STARS SYMPOSIA

 STARS ALUMNI CHAPTERS

AROUND THE WORLD
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STARS FOUNDATION BOARD

DR. TONI SCHOENENBERGER, Co-Founder and Executive Chairman, stars, Weinfelden

DR. MARKUS R. NEUHAUS, Vice Chairman, stars; Board Member, Zurich

STEFAN RAEBSAMEN, Board Member, Zurich

DR. CHRISTOPH SCHMID, Attorney-at-law and Partner of Wenger & Vieli, Zurich

PROF. DR. HANS HENGARTNER, Co-Founder; Professor Emeritus of Experimental Immunology, 

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ) and University Zurich, Zurich

BOARD MEMBERS

STARS INTERNATIONAL BOARD

DR. IVO H. DAALDER, CEO, Chicago Council on Global A�airs; Former US Ambassador to NATO;  

Former Director for European A�airs at the National Security Council, Chicago

PROF. LIM SIONG GUAN, Former Group President, GIC; Former Head of Civil Service of Singapore, 

Singapore

JAYNE PLUNKETT, Group Chief Risk O�cer; Member, Group Executive Committee, AIA, Hong Kong

MICHAEL SCHINDHELM, Writer, Filmmaker, Advisor on Culture and Arts, Lugano/Singapore

MONA SUTPHEN, Senior Partner, The Vistria Group; Former White House Deputy Chief of Sta� for Policy 

in the Obama Administration, New York

WANG SHUO, Editor-in-Chief, Caixin Media, Beijing

YINGLAN TAN, Founding Managing Partner and CEO, Insignia Venture Partners; stars alumnus, Singapore

JOERG WUTTKE, Partner, DGA-Albright Stonebridge Group; President Emeritus EU Chamber of Commerce 

in China; Washington D.C., United States

STARS SCIENTIFIC BOARD

MARTIN BOSSHARDT, CEO, Anapaya Systems; Chairman, 

Westhive Coworking Ecosystem; Member of the Board of 

Directors, Open Systems, Zurich

PROF. DR. LINO GUZZELLA, Professor of Thermotronics; Former 

President, ETH Zurich, Zurich

PROF. DR. HUANG JING, Professor and Director, Institute of the 

US and Pacific Studies, Shanghai International Studies Univer- 

sity (SISU), Shanghai

PASCAL KAUFMANN, Founder and Member of the Board, 

Alpine AI; Founder and Group CEO, Mindfire; Founder, Starmind, 

Zurich

PROF. DR. VOLKER PERTHES, Senior Advisor, German Institute 

for International and Security A�air; Former Under-Secretary-

General, United Nations; Member, Berlin

PROF. DR. ROLAND SIEGWART, Professor of Autonomous 

Systems, ETH Zurich, Founding Co-Director, Wyss Zurich, Zurich

DR. KAZUO YANO, CEO, Happiness Planet; Fellow and Former 

Corporate Chief Scientist, Hitachi, Tokyo



GLOBAL ADVISORY PANEL

JOHN R. ALLEN, Strategic Advisor, Microsoft; Four-Star General (Ret.), United States Marine 

Corps; Former Commander, Nato International Security Assitance Force (ISAF) and US Forces 

in Afghanistan; Former Special Presidential Envoy, Global Coalition to Counter the Islamic 

State, Washington D.C.

CALVIN GRIEDER, Chairman, Buhler Group; Chairman, Givaudan; Chairman, SGS, Zurich

JAN JENISCH, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Holcim, Zurich

PETER MAURER, President, Basel Institute on Governance; Former President, International 

Committee of the Red Cross ICRC, Berne

ADVISORY PANELS

ASIA ADVISORY PANEL

LESLY GOH, Scientist and Senior Technology Advisor; Former World Bank Group Chief Technology O�cer, 

Jakarta

MARCUS LAM, Executive Chairman, PwC Singapore; stars Alumnus, Singapore

THOMAS MATHIAS LUDESCHER, stars Singapore alumni chapter Co-President; Entrepreneur, CEO,  

Co-Founder, Chairman, Tech Investor & Advisor, Singapore 

C RAJA MOHAN, Visiting Research Professor, Institute of South Asian Studies (ISAS), National University of 

Singapore, Singapore

GIRISH RAMACHANDRAN, President, Growth Markets Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa, Tata Consultancy 

Services (TCS), Singapore

CHARLES CHAO RONG PHUA, stars Singapore alumni chapter Co-President; CEO and Strategist-General, 

Solaris Strategies Singapore; Program Leader/Success Coach, Chief Strategy O�cer and Chief Technology 

O�cer Programs, National University of Singapore with Emeritus; Series Editor, Routledge-Solaris series 

 for strategy, wisdom and skills, Singapore

AARON TAN, Co-Founder and CEO, Carro, Singapore

TAN CHONG MENG, Group CEO, PSA International, Singapore

YEN YEN TAN, Member of Boards of Directors ams OSRAM, OCBC Bank, Jardine Cycle & Carriage; Senior 

Advisor, TA Associates; Senior Advisor, Singapore Institute of Management, Singapore

WONG SU-YEN, Chair, James Cook University Singapore; Board Director – City Devwlopments Ltd, Kemin 

Industries, Infocomm Media Development Authority, Singapore

TAN SRI FRANCIS YEOH, Executive Chairman, YTL Corporation Berhad, Malaysia

CHINA ADVISORY PANEL

ULI SIGG, Art Collector, Business Leader, Former Swiss Ambas-

sador to the People’s Republic of China, North Korea and 

Mongolia, Mauensee

BERNARDINO REGAZZONI, Former Ambassador of Switzer- 

land to the People’s Republic of China, Mongolia and to the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (2019-2022), Lugano



SYMPOSIUM PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

KNOWLEDGE PARTNERS

NETWORK PARTNERS

PARTNERS



, Member of the Board, Toyota Motor Corporation    , Professor of Philosophy and Ethics of Information, Director of the Digital Ethics Lab, University 
of Oxford   Participants during a panel discussion    , Visiting Professor of Economics at various Universities, in a workshop with participants    , Partner, Macro 
Advisory, Partners LLP and Former White House Deputy Chief of Staû of President Obama; Member, stars International Board    , President, The Brookings Institution; 
Retired U.S. Marine Corps four-star General   

, Member of the Board, Toyota Motor Corporation    , Professor of Philosophy and Ethics of Information, Director of the Digital Ethics Lab, University 
of Oxford   Participants during a panel discussion    , Visiting Professor of Economics at various Universities, in a workshop with participants    , Partner, Macro 
Advisory, Partners LLP and Former White House Deputy Chief of Staû of President Obama; Member, stars International Board    , President, The Brookings Institution; 
Retired U.S. Marine Corps four-star General   

, Member of the Board, Toyota Motor Corporation    , Professor of Philosophy and Ethics of Information, Director of the Digital Ethics Lab, University 
of Oxford   Participants during a panel discussion    , Visiting Professor of Economics at various Universities, in a workshop with participants    , Partner, Macro 
Advisory, Partners LLP and Former White House Deputy Chief of Staû of President Obama; Member, stars International Board    , President, The Brookings Institution; 
Retired U.S. Marine Corps four-star General   

, Member of the Board, Toyota Motor Corporation    , Professor of Philosophy and Ethics of Information, Director of the Digital Ethics Lab, University 
of Oxford   Participants during a panel discussion    , Visiting Professor of Economics at various Universities, in a workshop with participants    , Partner, Macro 
Advisory, Partners LLP and Former White House Deputy Chief of Staû of President Obama; Member, stars International Board    , President, The Brookings Institution; 
Retired U.S. Marine Corps four-star General   

1 LINDA YUEH, Visiting Professor of Economics at various Universities, in a workshop with participants 2 LUCIANO FLORIDI, Founding Director of the Digital Ethics Center at Yale University, New Haven, 

Connecticut, United States 3 Participants during a panel discussion 4 SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR, Minister of External A�airs, India; Former President, Global Corporate A�airs, Tata Sons, Mumbai  

5 MONA SUTPHEN, Senior Partner, The Vistra Group and Former White House Deputy Chief of Sta� of President Obama; Member, stars International Board, New York 6 Participants in a discussion
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IN ACTION



CEO and Director, DBS Group     Professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore; Former Group President, GIC; Former Head of Civil 
Service of Singapore; Member, stars International Board     Chairman of the Board of UBS   , Founder and Editor-in-Chief, Caixin Media     , CEO Asia and 
Member of Group Executive Committee, Swiss Re; Member, stars International Board   , Professor of International Relations and Associate Dean, Institute for 21st Century Silk Road Studies, 
Jinan University; Non-resident Fellow, Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi); Founding Director and President, Intellisia Institute, Guangzhou, China

CEO and Director, DBS Group     Professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore; Former Group President, GIC; Former Head of Civil 
Service of Singapore; Member, stars International Board     Chairman of the Board of UBS   , Founder and Editor-in-Chief, Caixin Media     , CEO Asia and 
Member of Group Executive Committee, Swiss Re; Member, stars International Board   , Professor of International Relations and Associate Dean, Institute for 21st Century Silk Road Studies, 
Jinan University; Non-resident Fellow, Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi); Founding Director and President, Intellisia Institute, Guangzhou, China

CEO and Director, DBS Group     Professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore; Former Group President, GIC; Former Head of Civil 
Service of Singapore; Member, stars International Board     Chairman of the Board of UBS   , Founder and Editor-in-Chief, Caixin Media     , CEO Asia and 
Member of Group Executive Committee, Swiss Re; Member, stars International Board   , Professor of International Relations and Associate Dean, Institute for 21st Century Silk Road Studies, 
Jinan University; Non-resident Fellow, Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi); Founding Director and President, Intellisia Institute, Guangzhou, China
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1 LIM CHOW KIAT, CEO, GIC, Singapore 2 LIM SIONG GUAN, Former Group President, GIC; Former Head of Civil Service of Singapore, Singapore 3 ÖZLEM TÜRECI, Co-Founder and Chief Medical O�cer, 

BioNTech, Mainz, Germany 4 HU SHULI, Founder and Editor-in-Chief, Caixin Media, Beijing 5 JAYNE PLUNKETT, Group Chief Risk O�cer; Member, Group Executive Committee, AIA, Hong Kong; Member, stars 

International Board 6 LAWRENCE WONG, Prime Minister, Singapore
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